54                     ON  FLOWERS  AND  FLOWER-GARDENS,

Cowper is in the list of poets who Imrve alluded to "Cobham'a
groves" and Pope's commemoration of tliem.

And Cobham9 s groves and Windsor's green retreats
When Pope describes them have a thousand sweets.

" Magnificence and splendour," says Mr. Whately, the author
of Observations on Modern Gardening, u are the character-
istics of Stowe. It Is like one of those places celebrated in
antiquity which were devoted to the purposes of religion, and
filled with sacred groves, hallowed fountains, and temples
dedicated to several deities; the resort of distant nations and the
object of veneration to half the heathen world: the pomp is, at
Stowe, blended with beauty; and the place is equally distin-
guished by its amenity and grandeur/' Horace Walpole
speaks of its " visionary enchantment." " I have been stroll-
ing about in Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire, from garden to
garden," says Pope in one of his letters, " but still returning
to Lord Cobham's with fresh satisfaction."*

* The late Humphrey Repton, one of the best landscape-gardeners that
England has produced, and who was for many years employed on alterations
and improvements in the house and grounds at Cobham, in Kent, the seat of
the- Earl of Darnley, seemed to think that Stowe ought not to monopolize
applause and admiration, "Whether," he said, "we consider its extent,
its magnificence or its comfort,, there are few places that can vie with
Cobham." Repton died in 1817, and* his patron and friend the Earl of Darnley
put up at Cobham an inscription to his memory.

The park at Cobham. extends over an area of no less than 1,800 acfres,
diversified with thick groves and finely scattered single trees and gentle
slopes and broad smooth, lawns. Some of the trees are singularly beautiful
and of great age and size. A chesnut tree, named the Ifour Sisters, is five
and twenty feet in girth. The mansion, of which the central part was built
by Inigo Jones> is a very noble one. George the Fourth pronounced the
music room the finest room in England. The walls are of polished white
marble with pilasters of sienna marble. The picture gallery is enriched
with valuable specimens of the genius of Titian and Q-uido and Salvator
Eosa and Sir Joshua Keynolds, There is another famous estate in Kent,
Knole, the seat of

Dorset, the grace of courts, the Muse's pride.

The Earl of Dorset, though but a poetaster himself, knew how to appreciate the
higher genius of others. He loved to be surrounded by the finest spirits of his
time. There is a pleasant anecdote of the company at his table agreeing
to see wMeh amongst them could produce tho best impromptu, JDryden wa$